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Camberwell Christmas Quiz 2025:
Through the Ages & The People Who Made It

A festive journey through SE5’s history, traditions, characters, and quirks — with
each round weaving together time, place, and personality.
(N.B. Answers follow questions, on page 4)

1. What traditional Christmas decoration was once gathered from hedgerows around
Camberwell?

2. True or false: Camberwell once had a winter ice rink on Denmark Hill.

3. Which Camberwell street is famous for its colourful shopfronts and independent
cafés — and looks especially festive at Christmas?

4. Which local park often hosts winter community events and lantern walks?

5. Which bus route is the unofficial “Christmas lifeline” of Camberwell, connecting it to
the West End’s festive lights?

6. Which of these is not a real Camberwell winter story: a Snowball fight that stopped
traffic on Denmark Hill, a Christmas tree that blew over in a storm, or a reindeer
sighting in Myatt’s Fields Park

7. True or false: Camberwell Green once hosted a Christmas livestock market.

8. Which Camberwell artist was known for bold colours that could brighten even a
gloomy December day: Howard Hodgkin, Frank Auerbach, or Tracey Emin?

9. Which Camberwell-based actor made his debut in a Christmas film, aged 13 (playing

a drummer boy)?

10. Which actor, born in 1889 in East Street off Walworth Road, went from stage debut
aged 5 to orphanage to millionaire ‘Little Tramp’ and died on Christmas Day 19777

11. Which theatre near Elephant & Castle often stages family-friendly Christmas shows?

12. Which bus route connects Camberwell, Peckham, and Elephant & Castle — making
it a festive shopping lifeline?

13. Which beloved children’s author, creator of “The Tiger Who Came to Tea,” lived
nearby and had strong South London ties?

14. True or false: Camberwell once had a “ghost tram” that locals claimed to see on
foggy winter nights, especially on Christmas.

15. Which Camberwell landmark is rumoured to have a secret tunnel beneath it: St
Giles’ Church, The Salvation Army College, or The Camberwell Baths?
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What unusual animal was reportedly spotted wandering around Camberwell in the
1980s: a llama, a peacock, or a goat?

True or false: The Camberwell Beauty butterfly is named after a specimen first
recorded in Camberwell.

This Victorian thinker believed beauty and nature were essential — even in winter.
Which Camberwell-born art teacher and critic said, “to teach art is to teach all of
life”?

Who conceived the first mechanical computer? He was born in Walworth on Boxing
Dayin 1791.

Which Camberwell-linked musician once performed a Christmas cover as part of
Nordoff Robbins’ annual charity event that became a fan favourite due to her
exceptional vocal range and angelic rendition?

True or false: There was once a rumour that Santa was spotted on top of King’s
College Hospital.

What is this snowy image below of?
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24. Shot in 1975, which church is this?
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25. What is the snowy image below of?
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Thank you for downloading our quiz. Happy holidays!
Answers

Holly
False — but it did have ponds that froze over in cold winters.
Camberwell Church Street
Ruskin Park
The 176
No reindeer, sadly.
True — animals were sold there in the 18th and early 19th centuries.
Howard Hodgkin
Thomas Brodie-Sangster
. Charlie Chaplin
. Southwark Playhouse
.The 12
. Judith Kerr
. False — but the stories were popular!
. St Giles’ Church
. A goat

. True. The butterfly was first spotted on Camberwell's Cool Arbour Lane (now
Coldharbour Lane) in 1748.

18. John Ruskin
19. Charles Babbage
20. Florence Welch - Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas
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21. False — but maybe this is the year!
22. Camberwell Green

23. Brunswick Park

24. St. George Church

25. St. Giles’ Churchyard



